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Children’s Task: Comparing Fractions 

 
 
 

• What mathematical ideas does the task have the potential to 
elicit for children? For prospective elementary teachers?  
 

• What would you need to consider and/or plan for in order to 
modify and implement the task with prospective elementary 
teachers?  
 

• In what ways would you modify the task for this new 
audience, and why? 

 

Taken from p. 21 of Russell, S. J., et al. (2008). Investigations in 
number, data, and space student activity book, Grade 5 (2nd ed.). Glenview, 
IL: Scott Foresman.  
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Modified Task for Prospective Teachers:  
Comparing Fractions 
For each set of fractions below, circle the fraction that is greater (or if the 
fractions are equivalent, write “=” in between them), and provide a “sense-
making” explanation for how you know. You may use pictures if that is helpful to 
you, but your explanation cannot rely solely on a picture.  
Notes:  
• Calculators may not be used. Feel free to work on these problems in any order that 

makes sense to you.  
• If you find yourself struggling with any of the problems, skip them and revisit them 

later.  
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Children’s Task: Algebra 

 
Taken from p. 92 of Tierney, C., Nemirovsky, R., & Weinberg, A. S. (1998). Changes 
over time, Grade 4. Palo Alto, CA: Pearson Education, Inc.   
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Children’s Tasks: Rates and Ratios 
 
 
 

Taken from p. 312-313, 320 of Bell, M. et al. (2007). Everyday Mathematics student math 
journal, Grade 4 (vol. 2). Chicago, IL: Wright Group/McGraw-Hill. 

	  



© 2014 Task Masters • masters@mathtaskmasters.com 
Please do not circulate or cite without permission. 

5	  

Children’s Tasks: Whole Number Operations 
 
 
 

     
 

Taken from p. 211, 214, 220 of Bell, M. et al. (2007). Everyday Mathematics student 
math journal, Grade 3 (vol. 2). Chicago, IL: Wright Group/McGraw-Hill. 
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Children’s Task: Number Theory 

        
 
 
  

Taken from p. 360-361 of Wagreich, P. et al. (2003). Math Trailblazers, 
Grade 5 (2nd Ed.). Chicago, IL: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company.  

	  


